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THE GREENING OF BLACK
AMERICA INITIATIVE

Goal: To assure that poor, black rural communities
are part of and benefit from our nation’s
growing, new “green” economy.

Key Components:
— Develop Community Farmers Markets
— Develop Bio-Diesel Systems

— Grow & Process Agricultural & Forest
Biomass

— Use the Latest Technology to Reach Goal
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Where Are the Economically-
Distressed Counties?

Each of the red
counties has had
adult poverty rates
of 20% or higher
from 1960 through
1990. According to
the USDA, 83% of
the persistently
poor counties in
the entire country
are here in the
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The Southern Black Belt

The same counties
that suffer from
persistent poverty
are home to 91%
of rural African-
American
residents in the

country.




Develop Community Farmers
Markets

Inner-City Community Farmers markets
provide a great way for black farmers to
sell their products directly to
consumers, generate “retail’ revenues,
reduce the number of “food miles” and
to improve nutrition of urban dwellers.

CEOQO'’s first market will be on the site of a
6,000 member, black Baptist Church Iin
West Columbia, South Carolina.
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CALIFORNIA CERTIFIED
FARMERS MARKETS




Developing Bio-Diesel Systems

Farmers and Producers can lower their on-
farm fuel costs by coming together in a Bio-
Diesel System, where they grow various oill
seed crops, like canola, and have a Strategic
Partner collect waste cooking oil in an urban
area.

The Strategic Partner can then process olls,
from the two sources, into a lower-cost fuel,
for sale for on-farm use.
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CANOLA PLANTS






Growing Bio-Crops for Sale

Farmers and Producers can also grow bio-
crops or fast growing trees, which they can
sell to companies which wish to convert that
biomass into fuels or energy.

Some things to keep in mind are the cost to
produce the crop, how much biomass is
produced per acre and the logistics of
shipping it to customers and their needs.
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E-Grass: An Ideal Perennial Bio-

Crop
Switchgrass E-Grass
Annual yield dry tons 12-15 25-40
BTU value per pound 5,800 8,000
Harvested Like hay Harvester

How stored Under cover Qutside



10 months after planting E-Grass, the crop
IS ready for the initial harvest.



Harvesting E-Grass using a specially designed
forage harvester by John Deere.



USE THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY

Because shipping costs need to be kept as low as
possible and biomass needs to be in as useful a
form as possible for the customer, it Is important to
ne aware of and to utilize the latest technology to
pre-treat and process agricultural and forest
piomass, at or as near its point of harvest.

Torrefaction technology, especially in its mobile
format, creates more opportunities for small and
minority agricultural and forestry producers to
participate in the green economy.
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Using Torrefaction Technology to
Process Agricultural & Forestry
Biomass

Agri-Tech Producers, LLC



Torrefaction:Densify & Enhance

— Untreated biomass is approximately 50% water, it
IS bulky and it is not, at the point of harvest in Its
most efficient or useable form. Torrefaction:

 Drives off most of the water
e Reduces the bulk
 Makes a far superior co-fire fuel to burn with coal
 Makes superior briquettes and pellets, etc.
— Torrefaction, used near the point of harvest:
e Reduces transportation costs of biomass, per BTU
* Produces a more valuable material to ship
« Allows Small Framers/Producers to Participate*



Torrefaction: Adding Value and
Reducing Transportation Cost/BTU

 Untreated Biomass:  Torrefied Biomass:

— Bulky — Dense, If Pelletized, Etc.
— Moist — Dry & Water Resistant
— Fibrous — Easily Crushed

— Perishable _ Does Not Rot

— Waste

: — More Valuable Material
— EXxpensive to
transport — Energy Dense



Schematic of
Torrefaction Machine






THE GREENING OF BLACK
AMERICA INITIATIVE

Goal: To assure that poor, black rural
communities are part of and benefit from our
nation’s growing, new “green” economy.

Key Components:
—Develop Community Farmers Markets
—Develop Bio-Diesel Systems

—Grow & Process Agricultural & Forest
Biomass

—Use the Latest Technology to Reach Goal
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Joseph J. James
President
The Corporation for Economic Opportunity
&
Agri-Tech Producers, LLC
Phone: (803) 462-0153
E-mail: josephjjames@bellsouth.net
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